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Ya-hwei Hsu is associate professor of history at National Taiwan University. She earned her
Ph.D. in art history from Yale University, and her research focuses on art and archeology in
the Bronze Age of China, and the role printed catalogues, mass media in the ancient times,
played in the dissemination of knowledge then. Lately she has been working on systemizing

and researching on Song dynasty tombs, and the database for Laio, Song, Jin burial.
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The Antiquity Collection of the Southern Song Dynasty:
The Structure of Academic Institutes Formed
by the Emperor, Ministers, and Officials

The tradition to build an imperial collection in China could be traced far back
to the ‘Shiqu’ and ‘Dongguan’ bibliotheca buildings from the Han dynasty. As for
the most ancient and intact imperial archives of collection are the Xuanhe lllustrated
Studies on Antiquities, Xuanhe Catalogue of Books, Xuanhe Catalogue of Paintings,
which were compiled under royal authorisations of the Song Huizong (reign:
1100-1126). The Xuanhe lllustrated Studies on Antiquities documents the ancient
bronze wares from the Shang and Zhou dynasties and consists of illustrations of
the antiquities and inscriptions, and the corresponding images and words allow the
viewers to have objective acknowledgments regarding the ancient bronze wares.
The catalogues of ancient bronze wares from the later Northern Song dynasty
had delivered the almost scientific observations and documents that emphasised
on the authentic evidences. The catalogues had not only signified the innovated
achievements in the Chinese history, but also demonstrated the outstanding quality
among the worldwide cultures.

The Jingkang incident had occurred and destroyed the collection of the Song’s
imperial court with a flame. The Gaozong Zhao Gou had moved the capital to Linan
in hope fo rebuild the dynasty and reconstructed the glamorous culture of Bianjing.
To remain the peace or start the war, to unite the nation or regain authority had been
the constant arguments in the court during the confrontation between Song dynasty
in the South and Jing dynasty in the North. The politics had reflected the situation in
the way that those ministers favoured by the emperor had dictated the government
and eliminated all different voices. The imperial collection has been embedded
with the political purpose and meanings, and the academic research has already
acquired high achievements regarding the Huizong and Gaozong reigns. This study
takes the past research as the foundation and begins with the Gaozong’s Shaoxing
Neifu (Shaoxing Imperial Inner Court) to explore how had the antiquity collection of
the Song imperial court developed under the political situations. As for the Huizong's
reign, to investigate how had the power that originally held by the officials of
academic institute fo give appraisal and statements for the antiquities changed in the
Southern Song dynasty, and what role had the ministers played in this circumstance?
This article is in hope to understand the position of the Song imperial court in the
general history of collecting.

The Conversion of Connoisseurship on the Imperial Antiquities Academic Symposium
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